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THE CONGREGATION MIKVE ISRAEL 



The history of the Congregation Mikve Israel is 
closely connected with the history of the Jews of Phila- 
delphia. From colonial times until the present day its 
members have taken an active part in all interests in 
which Jews have been concerned; many of the noble 
charitable and educational institutions of this city owe 
their origin directly to the congregation. This brief 
sketch can only refer to its history as a religious body, 
and not to the many illustrious projects that are living 
monuments of its far-seeing wisdom and generosity. Its 
history reveals the interesting fact that its members 
were not only prominent in Jewish affairs, but were also 
intimately connected with the social and political life of 
Pennsylvania as a Province and a State. They assisted 
in its colonization ; they were active in the spread of the 
doctrine of independence; they signed the non-importa- 
tion agreement of 1765; they served with distinction 
during the Revolution; they supplied general offi- 
cers during the second war with England; they fought 
bravely and with honor during the Civil War. The build- 
ing that is dedicated to-day is the culmination of over 
a century and a half of useful endeavor. 

Although there were Jews in Pennsylvania as early 
as 1655, 2i^d in Philadelphia soon after its foundation, 
there does not appear to have been a place of religious 
worship in this city until about the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century. The records are extremely fragmentary 
upon this point. It is supposed that Jewish religious 
services were held in Philadelphia about 1740, for in that 



year John Penn, the proprietor of Pennsylvania, granted 
to Nathan Levy a plot of ground on Spruce street, near 
Ninth street, which John Lukens, Surveyor-General of 
the Province, termed a burying yard "for several Jews." 
This historic burial place is still in possession of the 
Congregation. It is natural to suppose that if there was 
a need for a last resting-place, there was also an equal 
need for a place where the living could meet for divine 
worship. In colonial days it was customary to hold 
services in private houses in the absence of a synagogue 
building and perhaps the first religious assembly was 
of this nature. 

From about the year 1747 until the outbreak of 
the Revolutionary War "the congregation is believed to 
have worshiped in a small house in Sterling alley which 
ran from Cherry to Race streets, between Third and 
Fourth." We learn from a letter written by Jacpb Henry 
to Barnard Gratz that an attempt was made in the year 
1761 to build a synagogue, but owing doubtless to lack 
of funds the project was given up. 

The congregation during provincial timed was small 
but it was nevertheless an organized body with Presi- 
dent, Treasurer and a Board of Directors. The name 
Mikve Israel, "The Hope of Israel" was given to it when 
Pennsylvaniia was a dependency of th6 Kitig. In 1773, 
the thirteenth year of His Majesty's reign, Barnard Gratz 
was Pafnas, or President, andSblomon Mafache, Gabay, 
or Treasurer, and the Adjunta or governing body, con- 
sisted of Michael Gratz, Henry Marks, Levy Marks, 
Moses Mordecai, Mordecai Levy and Levi Solomon. Of 
this number three possess the distinction of having signed 
the protest against the Stamp Act, the celebrated Non- 
Importation Agreement, adopted in October, 1765. At 
a meeting of the "Mahamad, Kahal Kadosh Mikve 
Israel," held on the twenty-second day of February, 1773, 
it was "resolved unanimously that in order to support 
our holy worship and establish it on a more solid founda- 
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tion" to collect money to be appropriated for the "uses of 
the Synagogue, now established in the City of Phila- 
delphia." The subscription was to last for three years, 
and Barnard Gratz contributed £io per annum; Levi 
Marks, £io; Solomon Marache, £4; Levi Solomon, £4; 
Mordecai Levy, £3. 

When, through the fortunes of war. New York was 
occupied by the British army, many of its Jewish citizens 
came to Philadelphia; they joined the Congregation, and 
it was owing to this increase in membership, together 
with the help received from patriots who had fled from 
Charleston, Richmond, Savannah, Lancaster and Easton, 
that it was decided to remove from Sterling alley to 
more commodious quarters. A house on Cherry alley, 
between Third and Fourth streets, the property of 
Joseph Cauffman, was selected and it was here that 
religious services were held until 1782, when the con- 
gregation for the first time in its history occupied its 
own building. In 1780, the Rev. Gershom Mendez Seixas, 
who had been minister of the Congregation Shearith 
Israel, of New York, until the capture of that city by the 
British, came to Philadelphia, and he was at once elected 
Hazan, or minister of the K. K. Mikve Israel. 

This unpretentious religious assembly grew in 
numbers and in influence despite the fact that the 
country was in the throes of civil war. Early in 1782, 
Mr. Cauffman informed the congregation that the room 
in Cherry alley was no longer at their disposal, and the 
officers immediately decided to build a place of worship. 
A public call was read in the Synagogue, and in response 
to this invitation a meeting was held on March 17, 
1782. A committee consisting of Barnard Gratz, Ger- 
shom Seixas, Benjamin Seixas and Jonas Phillips, was ap- 
pointed "to bring in an estimate of the charges to put in 
order a certain House to be purchased for the use of a 
Synagogue." On March 24, 1782, another meeting wa's 
held, and it was decided that the business could be con- 



ducted with greater freedom if new officers were elected ; 
the President and Ad junta thereupon resigned and Isaac 
Da Costa was elected chairman of the meeting. The 
following important resolution was then adopted : 

"RESOLVED, THAT WE THE SUBSCRIBERS NOW MET, 
AGREE. THAT IN ORDER TO PROMOTE OUR HOLY RE- 
LIGION. AND ESTABLISH A PROPER CONGREGATION IN 
THIS CITY, DO HEREBY SOLEMNLY FORM OURSELVES 
INTO A CONGREGATION TO BE KNOWN AND DISTIN- 
GUISHED BY THE NAME OP MIKVE ISRAEL IN THE CITY 
OP PHILADELPHIA, AND WE WHOSE NAMES ARE HERE- 
UNTO SUBSCRIBED, DO BIND OURSELVES ONE TO THE 
OTHER, THA;T we WILL ASSIST IF REQUIRED TO FORM 
A CONSTITUTION, AND RULES FOR THE GOOD GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE CONGREGATION, AND STRICTLY ABIDE BY 
THE SAME." 

It was also agreed that as it was too costly to repair 
and put in order the old building, to construct at once a 
suitable edifice for the use of the Congregation. The 
first presiding officer was Isaac Moses, who had occupied 
a similar position under the old regime, and Barnard 
Gratz, Hayman Levy, Benjamin Seixas, Simon Nathan 
and Jonas Phillips, constituted the Adjunta, or Board of 
Directors. Solomon Myers Cohen, was elected Gabay, or 
Treasurer and Simon Nathan, Treasurer of the Building 
Fund. At this time (1782) the congregation had thirty- 
seven members or electors, and about fifty-five con- 
tributors and seat holders (all men). There were then 
about five hundred Jews living in Philadelphia. 

The first synagogue was on Cherry street, between 
Third and Fourth. It had a frontage of thirty feet, with 
a depth of thirty-six feet. The cost of construction was 
"eight hundred and fifteen pounds current money of the 
State of Pennsylvania," which sum was collected among 
the members. The largest subscription to the building 
fund was $643, a quarter part of the entire cost, con- 

8 




Q 




i 






tributed by Haym Solomon, the patriot-banker of the 
American Revolution. Letters requesting aid were sent 
to the Jewish communities of Surinam, Rhode Island, 
Lancaster, and to Cape Francois, St. Thomas and St. 
Croix in the West Indies. The corner stones were laid on 
June 19, 1782 in the "presence of the whole congregation, 
in a decent and becoming manner." 

The new edifice was dedicated on September 13, 
1782, under the direction of Jonas Phillips, who two days 
before had been elected President, and the Rev. Gershom 
Mendez Seixas. The following address was presented to 
the Governor and Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 

MEMORIAL OF THE JEWISH CONGREGATION OF 

PHILADELPHIA, 1782. 

"We, the President and Representatives of 
the Jewish Congregation in this City, humbly 
beg leave to approach his Excellency, the Presi- 
dent, his Honour, the Vice-President, and the 
Honourable, the Executive Council of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The Congregation of Mikve Israel (Israel- 
ites) in this city, having erected a place of pub- 
lik worship which they intend to consecrate to 
the service of Almighty God, tomorrow after- 
noon, and as they have ever profess'd themselves 
,^ liege subjects to the Sovereignty of the United 
States of America, and have always acted agree- 
able thereto, they humbly crave the Protection 
and Countenance of the Chief Magistrates in this 
State, to give sanction to their design, and will 
deem themselves highly Honoured by their 
presence in the Synagogue, whenever they judge 
proper to favor them. 

The doors will be open'd at 3 o'clock and 
the service will continue 'till seven. 






The uncertainty of the day of consecration 
was the sole cause of having delayed this matter 
until now, but earnestly hope that it will not 
be thought too late. 

With Prayers to the God of Israel for the 
Safety of the United States in General and this 
Commonwealth, in particuluar, we are, Gentle- 
men, most Respectfully and Most devoutley. 
In behalf of the Congregation, 

Jonas Philups; President, 
MiCHAEi. Gratz, 
Sol. Marache, 
Simon Nathan. 
Soi^M. Myers Cohen, 

(Indorsed) 
Philadelphia, lizth. September, 1782." 

■ - • • • • t 

The original programme of the dedication service, 
written in Hebrew and in English is i)reserved in the 
archives of the Congregation. 

It contains. a prayer for the officers of the Govern- 
ment from which the following is an extract: 

"His Excellency the President and Hon'ble Dele- 
gates of the United States of America Assembled — His 
Excellency George Washington, Captain General and 
Commander in Chief of the Federal Army of these States, 
His Excellency the President and Hon'ble the Execu- 
tive Council & Members of the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth, and all Kings and Potentates in 
Alliance with North America." 
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MEMBERS' AND CONTRIBUTORS IN 1782, 



Joseph Abandanon, 

Joseph Abrahams, 
♦Isaac Abrahams, 

Phineas Abrahams, 

Abraham Barrias, 

Soi^omon Bush, 

Isaiah Bush, 
*Myer M. Cohen, 
♦Solomon Myers Cohen, 
♦Jacob I. Cohen, 
♦Isaac Da Costa, 

Samuel Da Costa, 
♦Samuel De Lucena, 

Abraham ForsT, 

Isaac Franks, 
♦Barnard Gratz, 
♦Michael Gratz, 

Moses Gomez, 

Isaac Gomez, 

Benjamin Gomez, 

Daniel Gomez, 

Samuel Hays, 
♦Jacob Hart, 

Michael Hart, 

Napthali Hart, 

Abraham Henriquez, 

Bernard Jacobs, 
♦Israel Jacobs, 

Joseph Jacobs, 

Isaac Jacobs, 
♦Manuel Josephson, 
♦Benjamin S. Judah, 

Isaac Judah, 

Simon Judah, 

Aaron Levy, 
♦Abraham Levy, 



♦Hayman Levy, 
Isaac H. Levy, 
Solomon Levy, 

♦EzEKiEL Levy, 

Jacob Levy, 

Lopez Family, 

Moses Nathan Levy, 
♦MoRDECAi Levy, 

Eleazer Levy, 

Eleazer Lyon, 

Philip Lyon, 
♦Henry Marks, 
♦Solomon Marache, 

Solomon Marks, 

Michael Marks, 

Myer Marks, 

Philip Moses, 
♦Isaac Moses, Jr., 
Isaac MordEcai, 
Joseph Mordecai, 

Philip Moses, 
♦Isaac Moses, Sr., 

Lyon Moses, 

Barnard Moses, 
♦Jacob Mordecai, 
♦Mordecai M. Mordecai, 
♦Moses H. Myers, 
♦Jacob Myers, 

Samuel Myers, 
♦AsHER Myers, 

Israel Myers, 

Moses A. Myers, 

Myer Myers, 
♦Judah Myers, 

Joseph A. Myers, 
♦Simon Nathan, 



II 



*Lyon Nathan, *Benjamin Seixas, 

*MosEs Nathan, *Gershom Seixas, 

Joseph Nathan, Moses Seixas, 

♦Benjamin Nones, Abraham Seixas, 

*JoNAS Philips, *Mordecai Sheftai^i^, 

Napthaw Philups, She?tai,i, Shemai.1^, 
*Coshman Polock, Solomon Simpson, 

Riveras Family, Joseph Simon, 
Philip Russell, Myer Solomon, 

David Sarzados, *Haym Solomon, 

Abraham Sasportes, Levy Solomons. 

♦Bernard Moses Spitzer, 

Those marked with a * were qualified members or 
electors. 

At the close of the Revolutionary War many of the 
members who had taken refuge in this city returned to 
their homes, consequently, the membership decreased, 
and in 1784 it was necessary to resort to a subscription. 
In that year Gershom Mendez Seixa^, being called to 
New York, he was succeeded by the Rev. Jacob Raphael 
Cohen who served the congregation until his death in 
181 1. In 1786 a building was constructed back of the 
synagogue for the use of the minister and as a school. In 
1788 the congregation was again in financial difficulties, 
and a public appeal was issued. It was stated that "many 
pf their number at the close of the late War returned to 
New York, Charleston and elsewhere, their homes, (which 
they had been exiled from and obliged to leave on account 
of their attachment to American Measures) leaving the 
remaining few of their Religion here, burthen'd with a 
considerable charge consequent from so great an Under- 
taking." This interesting subscription list, the first that 
-was addressed by the Congregation to "their worthy 
fellow-citizens of every Religious Denomination" was 
signed by Benjamin Franklin, then President of Penn- 

12 





^ 



CI 



4 




^ 







sylvania, who contributed five pounds; David Ritten- 
house, the celebrated astronomer, Thomas McKean, 
William Bradford, William Rush, Charles Biddle, P. 
Muhlenberg and Jno. D. Sergeant. (See facsimile.) 

The poor at this time were not neglected. The 
first Jewish charitable organization in this city was 
established about the year 1783 by the members of the 
congregation. It was called the "Society of E^rath 
Orchim;" or "Society for the Relief of Destitute 
Strangers ;" Jacob I. Cohen was President, Isaiah Bush, 
Secretary and Haym Solomon, Treasurer. 

One of the most noteworthy acts in the history of 
religious liberty in America, was the appeal made by the 
congregation to have amended the tenth section of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania, by which no Jew could 
become a member of the General Assembly. 

"On the 23d of December (1783), the Rabbi Ger. 
Seixas of the Jewish Synagogue in Philadelphia, Simon 
Nathan, the Parnas, or President, Asher Myers, Bar- 
nard Gratz and Haym Solomon, the Mahammed, or As- 
sociates of the Council, in behalf of themselves and 
brethren addressed the Council of Censors in relation 
to the declaration required to be taken by each member 
of the Assembly which affirmed that the "Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament were given by Divine inspir- 
ation;" and also in relation to that part of the Con- 
stitution which declared that no other religious test 
should be required of any civil magistrate in the State. 
They represented that these provisions deprived them of 
the right of ever becoming representatives. They did 
not covet office, they said, but they thought the provision 
improper and an injustice to members, a persuasion 
that had always been attached to the American cause 
and given a support to the country, some in the Con- 
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tinental army, some in the militia and some cheerfully 
paying taxes and cheerfully sustaining the popular 
cause. This memorial appeared to have no immediate 
effect, but it doubtless had its influence in procuring 
the subsequent modification of the test clause in the 
Constitution." 

On July 4th, 1788, when a parade was given in honor 
of the ratification of the Constitution of the United States, 
the Rev. Jacob Raphael Cohen took part in the proces- 
sion, a further indication of the participation of the 
congregation in the constructive affairs of the nation. 

When George Washington was elected first Presi- 
dent of the United States, the members of the Congrega- 
tions of Philadelphia, New York, Charleston, and Rich- 
mond, who had been ardent supporters of the American 
cause, addressed to him a letter of congratulation. 
Washington's reply constitutes one of the most interest- 
ing monuments in the history of the Jews in America. 

THE ADDRESS OF THE HEBREW CONGREGATIONS IN 
THE CITIES OF PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHARLESTON 
AND RICHMOND 

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Sir 

It is reserved for you to unite in affection for your 
Character and Person, every political and religious de- 
nomination of men; and in this will the Hebrew Con- 
gregations aforesaid, yield to no Class of their fellow 
Citizens. 

We have been hitherto prevented by various cir- 
cumstances peculiar to our situation, from adding our 
Congratulations to those, which the rest of America 
have offered on your elevation to the Chair of the Federal 
Government. Deign then, illustrious Sir, to accept this 
our homage. 
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The wonders which the Lord of Hosts hath worked 
in the days of our Forefathers, have taught us to observe 
the greatness of his wisdom and his might throughout 
the events of the late glorious revolution and while we 
humble ourselves at his footstool in thanksgiving and 
praise for the blessing of his deliverance, we acknowlege 
you the leader of the American Armies as his chosen 
and beloved servant ; But not to your sword alone is our 
present happiness to be ascribed, that indeed opened 
the way to the reign of Freedom, but never was it 
perfectly secure, till your hand gave birth to the Federal 
Constitution, and you renounced the joys of retirement, 
to seal by your administration in Peace, what you had 
achieved in war. 

To the eternal God who is thy refuge, we commit 
in our prayer the care of thy precious Life ; and when full 
of years thou shall be gathered unto the People, thy 
righteousness shall go before thee ; and we shall remem- 
ber amidst our regret "that the Lord hath set apart the 
Godly for himself, whilst thy Name and thy Virtues will 
remain an indelible Memorial on our Minds. 

MANUEL JOSEPHS'ON. 

For and in behalf and under the Authority 
of the several Congregations aforesaid. 

Philadelphia, 13th Dec, 1790. 

TO THE HEBREW CONGEGATIONS IN THE CITIES OF 
PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHARLESTON AND RICH- 
MOND. 

Gentlemen ; 

The liberality of sentiment towards each other, 
which marks every political and religious denomination 
of men in this Country, stands unparalleled in the history 
of Nations. 

IS 



The affection of such a people is a treasure beyond 
the reach of calculation; and the repeated proofs which 
my fellow citizens have given of their attachment to me, 
and approbation of my doings, form the purest source of 
my temporal felicity. The affectionate expressions of 
your address again excite my gratitude, and receive my 
warmest acknowledgment. 

The Power and Goodness of the Almighty were 
strongly manifested in the events of our late glorious 
revolution, and his kind interposition in our behalf has 
been no less visible in the establishment of our present 
equal Government. In war he directed the Sword; and 
in peace he has ruled our Councils. My agency in both 
has been guided by the best intentions, and a sense of 
the duty which I owe my country : And as my exertions 
have hitherto been amply rewarded by the approba- 
tion of my fellow Citizens, I shall endeavour to deserve 
a continuance of it by my future conduct. 

May the same temporal and eternal blessings which 
you implore for me, rest upon your Congregations. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

The formation of the addresses of the various con- 
gregations to the President of the United States is of 
some interest. Although the congregation in Savannah, 
Georgia, addressed the President on June 4, 1790, and 
the Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island, on August 
17th, the idea originated in the Congregation Mikve 
Israel, in Philadelphia, on January 7, 1790, when the 
propriety of congratulating Washington was first 
suggested. Letters were written to other religious as- 
semblies asking them to join the congregation in a 
joint address. On January 28th the request was re- 
peated, and on June 20th the Congregation Shearith 
Israel, of New York agreed to take part in one "general 
address comprehending all the congregations professing 
our Holy Religion in America, as we are led to under- 
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stand that this move will be less irksome to the President 
than troubling him to reply to every individual address." 
On November 28th Manuel Josephson, the Parnas, in- 
formed the congregation that 'the "President of the 
United States was now arrived in the City ;" whereupon 
he was asked to prepare an address, which was accepted, 
and on December 13, 1790 the congregations of Philadel- 
phia, New York, Charleston and Richmond sent to Wash- 
ington the letter of congratulation, to which the President 
replied (The original of Washington's letter was re- 
cently secured from Miss Laura Mordecai and is printed 
in facsimile for the first time). Documents in the pos- 
session of the congregation clearly show the genesis of 
these celebrated addresses. 

The Rev. Emanuel Nunes Carvahlo was elected 
minister of the congregation on October 29, 1815. Like 
his two immediate predecessors, Gershom Mendez Seixas 
and Jacob Raphael Cohen, he had at one time been min- 
ister of the Congregation Shearith Israel, of New York. 

The building on Cherry street, which was con- 
structed to hold about two hundred persons became in- 
adequate. In 1818 it was decided to erect a new syna- 
gogue on the old site. A building committee was 
appointed consisting of Jacob I. Cohen, Simon Gratz, 
John Moss, Hyman Marks, and Joseph Gratz. At this 
time Levy Phillips was President of the Congregation. 
William Strickland, a well-known architect, was asked to 
prepare the plan. It was two stories in height and in the 
Egyptian style, and was considered one of the most 
dignified and effective buildings of its kind in the 
country. It was dedicated on January 21, 1825, the 
Rev. Abraham Israel Keys, the minister of the Congrega- 
tion, officiating. 

The Female Hebrew Benevolent Society, the original 
subscribers of which were all members of the 
congregation, was formed in November, 1819, and 
it is the oldest Jewish charitable organization 
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in this city. Its first President or Directress was 
Mrs. Rebecca J. Phillips and Miss Rebecca Gratz was its 
first Secretary. Mrs. Abraham S. Wolf is now President 
of the society having been officially connected with it for 
nearly sixty years. 

The election in 1829 of Isaac Leeser as its minister- 
marks a new era in the life of the congregation. Under 
his official leadership its members became interested in 
the larger affairs of Judaism. He desired not only to 
act as its spiritual adviser, but with eloquence and pen, 
he strove to reach a wider community and to make the 
synagogue he represented the exponent of the best 
thought of his day. He decided to give sermons in 
English and his first discourse was delivered on June 2, 
1830. His literary activity was great, and within a 
few years he published "The Jews and the Mosaic Law," 
his "Discourses," a Catechism and his splendid transla- 
tion of the Bible. He founded the first Jewish publica- 
tion society in America; he issued the "Occident;" he 
helped in the formation of other national educational 
and charitable institutions. During the ministry of 
Isaac Leeser the congregation became one of the leading 
synagogues in the United States. 

The notable part played by the congregation in the 
Damascus affair of 1840 is worthy of mention. A meet- 
ing was held on August 27, 1840, in the-Mikve Israel 
Synagogue, at which were present not only the chief 
Jewish residents of the city, .but several influential 
Christian ministers who expressed their opinion of the 
blood accusation. The address of Isaac Leeser, together 
with the resolutions adopted at the meeting were printed 
under the title of "Persecution of the Jews in the East, 
containing the Proceedings of a Meeting held at the 
Synagogue Mikve Israel, Philadelphia, on Thursday, the, 
28th of Ab 5601 (27th August, 1840)." A Committee 
consisting of John Moss, Chairman, David Samuel, 
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Isaac Leeser, J. L. Moss and L. J. Levy, addressed 3 
letter to the President of the United States, and on 
September 2, 1840, received a reply from John Forsyth, 
Secretary of State. 

The Rev. Sabato Morais, was elected Minister of the 
Congregation in 1851, succeeding Isaac Leeser, who 
retired the year before. He officiated until his death 
in 1897 — forty-six years of loving and devoted service. 
Under his spiritual guidance the influence of the con- 
gregation was greatly extended and it became the leader 
of the conversative movement and the exponent of his- 
torical Judaism. It was in accordance with these ideas 
that he founded the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. 

The Congregation just before the Civil War was 
again compelled to seek larger quarters. The members 
still worshiped in the Synagogue on Cherry street, 
which site it had occupied since 1782. In 1859 during the 
presidency of Abraham Hart, it decided to remove to 
a more favorable location and to construct a building 
to accommodate the growing membership. A building 
committee was appointed in 1859 consisting of Abraham 
S. Wolf, Chairman, with Joseph L, Moss, Edward S. 
Mawson and Samuel Hart, in conjunction with the Board 
of Managers, consisting of Abraham Hart, J. Altamont 
Phillips, Isaac J. Phillips, L. J. Leberman and M. A. 
Mitchell. The site on Seventh street above Arch street 
was selected and John McArthur, who later became 
the architect of the City Hall, made the plans. On 
March 9, 1859, the corner stone was laid with appropriate 
ceremony. On May 24, i860, the building was dedicated 
the Rev. Sabato Morais officiating. The cost, including 
the site, was $75,000. 

During the Civil War, the members of the Congrega- 
tion were warm supporters of the government Dr. Mo- 
rais was well known for his attitude on the slavery ques- 
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tion and he voiced his views from his pulpit. His address 
on the "Death of Lincoln," which has been printed, was 
a noteworthy eulogy on the martyred President. 

In 1858, the Congregation was asked by Sir Moses 
Montefiore to appeal to the President of the United 
States for some public expressison of condemnation in 
the Mortara case, in which a Jewish child was forcibly 
abducted from its parents by the public authorities of 
Bologna, Italy. The two communications received by 
the congregation from General Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State, clearly define the attitude of the United States 
upon questions of this character, and these official letters 
are among the most interesting documents in the archives 
of the congregation. 

In 1893, during the presidency of Horace Nathans, 
the Congregation was informed that a trust created by 
Hyman Gratz in 1856 became vested in the congregation 
"in trust for the establishment and support of a college 
for the education of Jews residing in the city and county 
of Philadelphia." 

A committee, of which Dr. S. Solis-Cohen was 
chairman, was appointed to devise the best means to 
carry out the provisions of the trust devolving upon 
the congregation. The report of the committee was 
accepted and at a special meeting of the congregation, 
held on February 17, 1895, rules for the government of 
the trust were adopted and the following were elected 
members of the Board of Trustees of the Gratz College : 
Hon. Mayer Sulzberger, Dr. Cyrus Adler, Charles J. 
Cohen, Moses A. Dropsie, Horace A. Nathans, David 
Sulzberger, Samuel M. Hyneman, Gratz Mordecai and 
A. M. Frechie. Moses A. Dropsie was elected President, 
Charles J. Cohen, Treasurer and David Sulzberger, Sec- 
retary, The fund in 1893 was worth about $130,000; it 
is now valued at more than $225,000. 

At the last graduation exercises of the college, held 
on June 20, 1909, twelve students received diplomas. 
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The Gratz College has just erected at York and 
Watts streets, adjoining the synagogue, a fire-proof build- 
ing, in which the future sessions of the college will be 
held. The Religious School of the congregation, which 
will serve as a school of practice for the Gratz College, 
will also occupy the building. 

The Rev. Leon H. Elmaleh, the present minister of 
the Congregation, was elected in 1898, succeeding the 
Rev. Dr. Sabato Morais. Since 1782, a period of one 
hundred and twenty-seven years, the congregation has 
had but seven ministers. From the earliest times until 
the present day the form of service has been exclusively 
that of the Spanish and Portugese ritual. 

During the last decade several attempts were made 
to remove to a location more accessible to the members, 
but they proved unsuccessful. It is to the generosity 
of the late Samuel Elkin and his nephew, Henry 
G. Freeman, Jr., that the congregation is indebted for 
the new synagogue which has been erected at Broad 
and York streets. Samuel Elkin, whose father, Abra- 
ham Elkin, was one of the early members of the syna- 
gogue, died on March 12, 1907. In a codicil to his will, 
he instructed his executor and residuary legatee, Henry 
G. Freeman, Jr., to "consult Judge Sulzberger in regard 
to my instructions about my donation in the name of 
Abraham and Eve Elkin, and be guided by him. You 
might also hear what Rev. Elmaleh has to say — my 
donation to Mikve Israel Congregation." 

This clause was generously interpreted by Mr. 
Freeman, so as to carry out, in the fullest sense, the 
testator's vaguely expressed wishes. On July 19, 1907, 
he wrote to the Congregation offering the sum of One 
Hundred Thousand Dollars, of which Forty Thousand 
Five Hundred Dollars was to be used for the site, and 
Fifty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Dollars for the 
building. This proposition was accepted by the Con- 
gregation. The Trustees of the Elkin-Freeman Fund 
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which had in charge the construction of the building, 
consisted of the Honorable Mayer Sulzberger, William 
McL. Freeman and Samuel D. Lit, in conjunction with 
the Consulting Building Committee consisting of Wm. 
Morris, Chairman, Ephraim Lederer, Louis E. Levy, Dr. 
Julius Wolfson, A. S. W. Rosenbach, Samuel M. Hyne- 
man, counsellor of the congregation, with the President, 
Joseph E. Sulzberger, ex-officio. 

At a joint meeting of the donor, Henry G. Freeman, 
Jn, the Trustees of the Elkin-Freeman Fund and the 
Consulting Building Committee, held on August 19, 1907, 
Messrs. Pilcher and Tachau, architects, of New York, 
were selected to make plans for the new synagogue. 

The Architects describe the building as follows : 

The Synagogue is a one story, fire-proof, limestone 
building in the Neo-Roman style. The Ionic order with 
pendant and capitals has been used to enrich the Broad 
Street facade^ 

The aim has been to adapt the elementals of the 
classic houses to a place of Jewish worship. The atrium, 
or general gathering place of the ancient fabric, is echoed 
in the wide vestibule or ante-chamber, from which broad 
stairways lead to the loggias for women. 

Separating the vestibule and the auditorium, is a 
narrow narthex, a reminiscence of the classic narthex that 
connected the atrium and nave of the old basilicas. From 
the right and left extremeties of the narthex, steps 
descend to a series of rooms for the Minister, committees 
and small assemblies. 

The Auditorium is oblong, the greatest length being 
in the direction of the transverse axis, and not as is 
usual in religious edifices, in the direction of the longi- 
tudinal axis. 
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In order to overcome the effect of shallowness that 
might be expected in such a plan, the Ark-wall has been 
perceptibly curved outward, and the chief color masses 
of the decoration have been limited to the wall surfaces 
between the loggias for women. 

The seats for women have been so arranged, that 
while separated from the part of the Auditorium reserved 
for men, they are not secluded in a high gallery that is 
difficult of access. The building is heated and ventilated 
by a thoroughly modern system. Its dimensions are: 

Auditorium . . . 85x45 ft. 36 ft. in height. 

Men 32x45 ft. 300 seats. 

Women . 28x44 ft. 200 seats. 

Vestibule 80x15 ft. 21 ft. in height. 

Narthex 56X 4 ft. 14 ft. in height. 

Basement : 
3 Rooms for Minister and Committees each 13x14 ft. 
I Assembly Room .45x13 ft. 
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LOCATION OF SYNAGOGUES OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

Sterling Alley near Third Street, 1740-1776, (?) 

Cherry Alley near Third Street, 1776-1782, 

Cherry Street between Third and Fourth Streets, 
1782-1825, 

Cherry Street between Third and Fourth Streets, 
1825-1860, 

Seventh Street above Arch Street, 1860-1909, 
Broad and York Streets, 1909 



MINISTERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Gershom Mendez Seixas, 1780-1784, 

Jacob Raphael Cohen, 1784-1811, 

Emanuel Nunes Carvalho, 1815-1817, 

Abraham Israel Keys, 1824-1828, 
Isaac Leeser, 1829- 1850, 

Sabato Morais, 185 1 -1897, 

Leon H. Elmaleh, 1898 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE CONGREGATION 
Barnakd Gratz, 






T T,^ , Before 1782. 

Isaac Moses. J ' 

Isaac Mosi:s, 1782- 1782, 

Jonas Philups, 1782-83, 

Simon Nathan^ 1783-84, 

Michael Gratz, 1784-85, 

Manuel Josephson^ 1785-1791, 

Benjamin Nones, 1791-1799, 

Naphthau Philups, 1799-1800, 

Moses Nathan, 1800-1801, 

Isaac Pesoa, 1801-1805, 

Benjamin Nones, 1805-1806, 

Zalegman Phillips, 1806-1807, 

Isaac Pesoa, 1807-1808, 

Benjamin Nones, 1808-1810, 

Jacob I. Cohen, 1810-1811, 

Benjamin I. Phillips, 1811-1815, 

Hyman Marks, 1815-1818, 

Levy Phillips, 1818-1820, 

Benjamin Nones, 1820- 1822, 

ZalEgman Phillips, 1822-1834, 

Lewis Allen, 1834-1841, 

Abraham Hart, i 841 -1864, 

Lazarus J. Leberman, 1864- 1867, 

Abraham Hart, 1867-1876, 

Henry Cohen, 1876-1879, 

Charles J. Cohen, 1879-1881, 

Louis Hano, 1881-1883, 

Abraham M. Frechie, 1883-1888, 1891-1892, 

David H. Solis, 1892-1893, 

Horace A. Nathans, 1893-1899, 

Abraham M. Frechie, 1899-1900, 

Samuel Morais Hyneman, 1900-1901, 

William Morris, 1901-1902, 

Charles J. Cohen, 1903- 1907, 

Joseph E. Sulzberger, 1907 
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PRESENT OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

President, Joseph E. Sui^zberger. 
Vice-President, William Morris. 
Treasurer, Andrew Kaas. 
Corresponding Secretary, Marcus E. Lam. 
Recording Secretary, Isaac FeinbErg. 

ADJUNTA (OR BOARD OP DIRECTORS) 

Hon. Mayer Sulzberger, 
Dr. a. S. W. Rosenbach, 
Samuel Morais Hyneman, 
Jules E. Mastbaum, 
Louis E. Levy, 
Samuel D. Lit. 

MINISTER 
Reverend Leon H. Elmaleh. 

MIKVE ISRAEL ASSOCIATION 
(Organized 1892.) 

President, Miss Mary M. Cohen. 

Honorary President, Rev. Leon H. Elmaleh. 

Vice-President, Miss Rebecca Rosenbach. 

Secretary, Miss Elinor Solis-Cohen. 

Treasurer, Ali^red B. Levy. 

ALUMNI OP THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL. 

President, Lionel Levy. 
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THE GRATZ COLLEGE 

TRUSTEES 

President, Ephraim Lederkr, 

Secretary, W11.1.IAM Morris, 

Treasurer, Samuel Morais HynEman, 

Dr. Cyrus Adler, 

Hon. Mayer Sulzberger, 

Samuel D. Lit, 

Dr. Solomon Sous-Cohen, 

Dr. Melvin M. Frankun, 

Charles J. Cohen. 

Assistant Secretary, Dr. A. S. W. RosEnbach. 



FACULTY 

Principal, Rev. Henry M. Speaker, 
Arthur A. Dembitz, A. M., 
Isaac Husik, Ph. D., 
Julius H. Greenstone, Ph. D., 
Superintendent School of Practice, Raphael H. Melamed. 
President Alumni Association, Miss Judith GoEpp. 
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TRUSTEES OF THE ELKIN-FREEMAN FUND 

Hon. Mayer Sui«zberger> 
William McL. Freeman, 
Samuel D. Lit. 



CONSULTING BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Chairman, Wiluam Morris, 

Samuel Morais Hyneman, 

Ephraim Lederer, 
Louis E. Levy, 
Dr. Julius Woli^son, 
Dr. a. S. W. Rosenbach, 

Joseph E. Sulzberger (ex-officio). 



COMMITTEE ON DEDICATION. 
Chairman, Dr. Cyrus Adler^ 
Joseph E. Sulzberger (ex-officio), 
Rev. Leon H. Elmaleh, 
Hon. Mayer Sulzberger, 
Dr. a. S. W. Rosenbach, 
Sol D. Benoliel. 
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The chanting will be led by the choir of the Spanish 
and Portugese Congregation Shearith Israel, of New 
York City, under the leadership of Mr. Leon M. Kramer. 
The services of the choir are generously tendered by the 
officers of the Congregation Shearith Israel for the oc- 
casion. 

The instrumental music will be under the direction 
of Mr. Nathan L. Frey. 
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him; without beginning, and without end, and to him 
alone appertain power and dominion. Without compari- 
son, without similitude; without change or mutability. 
Without conjunction, without division of parts; great is 
his power and might. He is my God, and my living 
Redeemer, and the Rock of my portion in the day of 
distress. He also is my Standard, and my Refuge; the 
portion of my cup when I call. Into his hands do I 
commit my spirit, when I sleep, and when I awake. 
And with my spirit, my body also; for the Lord is for 
me, and I will not fear. 



PRAYER 



Rabbi B. L. Litvinthal 
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everything speaketh of his glory. The Lord sat en- 
throned at the flood ; yea, the Lord will sit as King for- 
ever. The Lord will give strength unto his people; the 
Lord will bless his people with peace. 

* 
O return unto t^y dwelling, and reside in thy 

temple ; for every mouth and tongue, shall ascribe honour 
and glory to thy kingdom. "And when the ark rested, 
he said, Restore, O Lord ! tranquility to the many thou- 
sands of Israel. Cause thou us, O Lord ! to return unto 
thee, and we shall return; renew our days as of old." 

ADDRESS 
Revebenb Db. H. Pebeiba Menbes 

Pialm ISO. 

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise him for 
his mighty acts; praise him according to his excellent 
greatness. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with 
the timbrel and datice; praise him with stringed instru- 
ments and organs. Praise him upon the harmonious 
cymbals; praise him upon the high-sounding cymbals. 
Let every thing that hath breath, praise the Lord. Praise 
ye the Lord. 

ADDRESS 

Reverend Leon Elmaleh 

O Lord of the universe, who reigned before anything 
formed was created, — at the time that all was finished 
according to his pleasure, then was his name proclaimed 
King. And after all things shall have ceased to exist, 
he alone will reign tremendous. For he ever was, is 
now, and will eternally exist in glory. And he is One, 
nor is there a second, to be compared, or associated with 
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break the yoke of the nations from off your neck; and 
fulfil in you what is written, "The Lord God of your 
fathers make ye a thousand times as many as ye are, and 
bless ye as he hath promised you." 

Which God in his infinite mercy grant, and let us 
say, Amen. 

MEMORIAL PRATERS. 

ABRAHAlf ELKIN 

Eye Elkin 

Samuel Elkin 
fobmeb ministebs of the congbegation 

Hear, O Israel 1 the Lord our God, the Lord is one ! 
The Lord, he is God 1 The Lord, he is God I 
The Lord reigneth; the Lord hath reigned. The 
Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 

SEVENTH CIRCUIT. 

The Lord shall reign for ever; even thy God, O 
Zionl unto all generations. Hallelujah. 

Ptalm 29. 

A PSALM OF DAVID — ^Ascribc unto the Lord, O ye 
sons of the mighty, ascribe unto the Lord glory and 
might. Ascribe unto the Lord the glory due to his name ; 
worship the Lord in his glorious sanctuary. The voice 
of the Lord is upon the waters. The God of glory 
thundereth : the Lord is upon many waters. The voice of 
the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of 
majesty. The voice of the Lord breaketh in pieces the 
cedars; yea, the Lord shivereth the cedars of Lebanon. 
He also maketh them skip like a calf: the mountains of 

Lebanon and Shiryon, like a young Reem. The voice of 
the Lord splitteth flames of fire. The voice of the Lord 
shaketh the wilderness ; the Lord shaketh the wilderness 
of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord causeth the wild deer 
to start, and maketh bare the forests ; and in his temple 
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PRAYER FOR THE GOVERNMENT 

May he who granteth deliverance unto nations, and 
understanding unto their leaders; whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom; who delivered his servant David 
from the destructive sword; who maketh a way in the 
sea, and a path in the mighty waters; bless, preserve, 
guard, and assist the President and Vice-President of 
the United States ; the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives ; the Governor of this Commonwealth, the members 
of the Legislature, the Mayor and constituted authorities 
of this City. May the Supreme King of kings through 
his infinite mercy preserve them, and grant them life, 
and deliver them from all manner of trouble and danger. 
May the Supreme King of kings through his infinite 
mercy inspire them and all their counsellors and officers 
with good will toward us, and all Israel our brethren. 
In their days and in ours may Judah be saved, and Israel 
dwell securely; and may the redeemer come to Zion. 
May this be the will of God, and let us say. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATION 

May he who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, Moses and Aaron, David and Solomon; and 
all the holy and pure congregations ; bless this holy con- 
gregation, both great and small, them, their children, 
wives and disciples. May the Supreme King of the 
universe bless and purify you, and hearken to the voice 
of your supplication, redeem and deliver you from all 
manner of trouble and distress. May the word of the 
Lord support and shield you; and may he spread his 
pavilion of peace over you, and implant among you 
brotherly love, peace, and friendship. May he remove 
from among you all manner of causeless enmity, and 
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nations shall praise thee, O God ! all nations shall praise 
thee. Then shall the earth yield her increase ; and God, 
even our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us, and 
all the most distant parts of the earth shall fear him. 



FIFTH CIRCUIT. 



Psalm 100. 



A PSALM OF THANKSGIVING — Shout uuto the Lord, all 
inhabitants of the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come into his presence with a song. Know ye that the 
Lord is God alone ; it is he who hath made us, and his we 
are — his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter ye 
his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise : 
be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the Lord 
is good ; his mercy is everlasting, and his truth endureth 
to all generations. 

SIXTH CIRCUIT. 
Psalm 132. 

A SONG OF DEGRBBs OF DAVID. — I rejoiced when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our 
feet stood within thy gates, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! 
who art built as a city of assemblage. Whither the 
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, a testimony unto 
Israel, for them to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord. For there thrones of judgment are set; thrones 
for the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; 
they that love thee shall prosper. May there be peace 
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces ! For 
the sake of my brethren and friends, I will now say, 
Peace be within thee. For the sake of the house of 
the Lord, our God! will I seek thy good. 
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THIRD CIRCUIT. 
Psalm 30. 

A PSALM AND SONO, AT THB DBDICATION OP THE HOUSE 

OP DAVID. 

I will extol thee, O Lord ! for thou hast lifted me up, 
and hast not suffered my foes to rejoice over me. O Lord, 
my God! I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 
O Lord ! thou hast brought up my soul from the grave ; 
thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to 
the pit Sing unto the Lord, O ye that venerate him, and 
give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is momen- 
tary, but in his favor is life: weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning. And in my pros- 
perity I said, I shall never be moved. Lord, by thy favour 
thou hast made my mountain to stand strong : thou didst 
hide thy face, and I was troubled. I cried to thee, O 
Lord! and unto thee, O Lord! I made supplication. 
What avail is there in my blood, when I go down to the 
pit? Shall the dust praise thee? Shall it declare thy 
truth ? Hear, O Lord ! and be gracious unto me : O Lord ! 
be thou my help. Thou hast turned my mourning into 
dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth from me, and 
girded me with gladness. To the end that my glorious 
triumphant soul may sing praise to thee, without ceasing. 
O Lord my God ! I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 

FOURTH CIRCUIT. 

Psalm 67. 

TO THE CHIEP MUSICIAN ON NEGINOTH, A PSALM OR 80N6. 

May God be gracious unto us, and bless us: may 
He cause his countenance to shine upon us. Selah. That 
thy name may be known upon earth, and thy salvation 
among all nations. All nations shall praise thee, O God ! 
all nations shall praise thee. O let the people be glad 
and sing for joy : for thou shalt judge the nations right- 
eously, and govern the people of the earth. Selah. All 
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miracles that he hath done, his wonders and the judg- 
ments of his mouth. O ye the seed of Israel, his servant ; 
the children of Jacob, his chosen people. He is the Lord, 
our God : his judgments are in all the earth. Remember 
ye his covenant for ever ; the word which he commanded 
to a thousand generations. Which he covenanted with 
Abraham, and likewise his oath unto Isaac. And he 
confirmed the same to Jacob for a statute, to Israel for 
an everlasting covenant. Saying, Unto thee will I give 
the land of Canaan, the portion of your inheritance. 
Whilst ye were but few in number, yea, very few, and 
strangers in the land. When they went from one nation 
to another, from one kingdom to another people, he 
suffered no man to oppress them : yea, he reproved kings 
for their sake, saying, Touch not my anointed, and do 
my prophets no harm. Let all the earth sing unto the 
Lord; proclaim his salvation from day to day. Declare 
his glory among the nations, his wonders among all 
people. For the Lord is great, and exalted in praise; 
and he is fearful above all gods. For all the gods of the 
nations are idols; but the Lord hath made the heavens. 
Honour and majesty are in his presence; strength and 
gladness are in his place. Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye 
families of the nations, ascribe unto the Lord glory and 
might. Ascribe unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; bring an offering, and come into his presence; 
worship the Lord in the glorious sanctuary. Let all the 
earth tremble before him, who hath fixed the foundations 
of the world, that it might not be moved. Let the 
heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad: and they shall 
say among the nations, The Lord reignetlx. Let the sea, 
and its full domains, roar; let the field, and all that is 
therein, rejoice. Then shall the trees of the wood shout, 
because of the presence of the Lord, when he cometh to 
judge the earth. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good ; because his mercy endureth for ever. 



-n« n")3 iK^t? : nil n^t^b niif "i3i ♦ inna 

-T V -: |v iv : T* T T • : 

I : I ^-: Tiv • ^:i — It:*: t i : t t: - 

!^it: I VI V !•••.• h •• T •: •• t: •: 

4* • •• • ••■• >• •! •■• 



- • T : V "^ - I- I T : ^ : • : •" i' • 

T Ti*" !• i"T - - • : • T • : • : • 

•.••"■ : - ^ I : V • : - I vitt 

b^HDi ^1 bna ""S : vnx^Di D^syn-'pDa ♦ 1"il33 

T : : t: t • t : : • • ^it t : : 

• • ••• ^» • • ••• ^» ^i^ mm m • 

tt: t ^ •!- T Ti- • • v: '^it 

• ^ : : • Ti- T I : • t : v : tt : 

iNtE^ ♦ lDt2^ 1133 ^^b nn : l3;i nl33 "i^b Dn 

: : :ti- t t tti- t 



vl I - :- : TI- -:!-:• tt : i t : • 

: Dl)3n-^3 ^3n |l3n-ni< ♦ Y"^^n ^3 i^^s^o i^^n 

.... J . |- ] VITT T tt: • I* 

t: • - : i: 1 vitt "t: -i-t - : : • 

-it£^«-b3i niwr\ vb^ * l^l^oi D^'^ QV^ : "n^o 

V -: T : V T •" I ^:i- : t •" ^ : • I t t 

• t I.. t ...I 

: lion D^lv^ ""S ♦ 31CD ^3 ^^b nln : Y"it<n-n« 

2 - T : • • Tl- I I VITT 



6* 



• • • 



lONISTEB. 



Open for me the gates of righteousness, that I may 
enter through them, to praise the Lord. 

FBESIDENT AND GHOIB. 

This is the gate of the Lord, into which the righteous 
shall enter. 

FIRST CIRCUIT. 
Pialm ii8 Venei tS-ag. 

Blessed be he who cometh in the name of the Lord ; 
we bless you from the house of the Lord. The Lord is 
God, he giveth us light ; bring hither the sacrifice bound 
with myrtles, even to the horns of the altar. Thou art 
my God! and I will thank thee; my God I I will extol 
thee. Give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

UGHTINQ THB PBRPBTUAI* LAMP BY CHARI^BS J. COHBN, BSQ. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God! King of the 
Universe, who hast caused us to be preserved, and per- 
mitted us to enjoy this season. 

SECOND CIRCUIT. 
I Chronicles XVI 8-34 

O give thanks unto the Lord ; call on his holy name ; 
make known his deeds among the people. Sing, and 
chant hymns unto him: proclaim ye all his wondrous 
works. Glory in his holy name; let the heart of them 
rejoice who seek the Lord. Seek ye the Lord, and his 
strength; seek his favor ever more^ Remember his 
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